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20 
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Module Aims  

• To provide an introduction to the problem of definition of Social Policy 
• To examine the historical, ideological and theoretical influences on past and 
contemporary British social policy 
• To review the development of charitable and Government organisations in the 
provision of Social Policy   

 

Intended Learning Outcomes 

Key skills for employability 
 

KS1 Written, oral and media communication skills 

KS2 Leadership, team working and networking skills 

KS3 Opportunity, creativity and problem solving skills 

KS4 Information technology skills and digital literacy 

KS5 Information management skills 

KS6 Research skills 

KS7 Intercultural and sustainability skills 

KS8 Career management skills 

KS9 Learning to learn (managing personal and professional development, self- 

 management) 

KS10 Numeracy 

 

At the end of this module, students will be able to Key Skills 

1 

Demonstrate an awareness of core issues, questions and 
political ideas within social policy. 

 

KS1 KS3 

KS4 KS7 

KS2  

2 
Assess the effect of ideology and theory on the 
development of social policy. 

 

KS1 KS3 

KS5 KS2 

  

3 

Identify key concepts underpinning the study of social 
policy. 

 

 
 
 

KS1 KS9 

  

  

4 
Relate the historical development of social policy to an 
understanding of contemporary social policy. 

KS1 KS9 

KS10  

Transferable/key skills and other attributes 

 Research & study skills 



  MODULE SPECIFICATION PROFORMA 
 

 

 3 

 Critical thinking skills  

 Communication skills 

 Problem solving skills 

 Information Technology skills 

 Reflection on Learning 

 

Derogations  

NA 

 

Assessment: Please give details of indicative assessment tasks below. 

Assessment 1: Essay: In this essay, students will outline and discuss factors which have 
affected the historical development of social policy in Britain. 

 
Assessment 2: Report: In the report, students will reflect upon on the influence and effects of 
ideology on a contemporary social policy in Britain. 
 
Formative assessment:  Feedback available on extracts from drafts and contribution to online 
activities (Moodle).  

Please indicate the type(s) of assessment (e.g. examination, oral, coursework, project) and 
the weighting of each (%).  Normally, each intended learning outcome should be assessed 
only once. 

Assessment 
number  

Learning 
Outcomes to 
be met 

Type of assessment 
Weighting 
(%) 

Duration  
(if exam) 

Word count 
(or equivalent if 

appropriate) 

1 1,3,4 Essay 50  2,000 

2 1,2,3,4 Report 50  2,000 

 

Learning and Teaching Strategies: 

The module will use a variety of teaching and learning strategies, including lectures, mini 
lectures, group work, discussion, seminars, DVDs and ICT.  The VLE (Moodle) will be 
integral to this module and support students in engaging in wider reading and extension 
activities.   
 

Syllabus outline: 

This module will provide knowledge and understanding of key issues associated with the 
development of Social Policy in the UK.  This will include a review of the role of historical 
events, concepts and ideology in influencing modern British Social Policy.  
 
Topics include :  

 The role of the state 

 What is Social Policy 

 What effects the development of Social Policy 

 A historical analysis of the development of Social Policy in Britain 
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 The effects of social theories and ideologies on the development of Social Policies in 
Britain 

 The effects of devolution on Social Policy 

 The relationship between sociology and Social Policy 
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